Further evidence of genetic heterogeneity in familial essential tremor.
Familial essential tremor (FET) is a common hereditary movement disorder with phenotypic variability and genetic heterogeneity. To date, linkage analyses revealed three loci associated to essential tremor (ET) (ETM1 on 3q13, ETM2 on 2p22-25, and a locus on 6p23). We performed a genetic analysis of these candidate chromosomal regions in a fifth-generation Italian kindred with autosomal-dominant ET. Of the 22 clinically evaluated family members, nine were affected by ET. The genetic study indicates that the ET in this family is not associated to any of the known ET loci. These findings support evidence of further genetic heterogeneity for such disease.